
76 – School of Athens 

 Raphael. 1509-11 C. E. Fresco 

 Video at Khan Academy 

 Raphael's masterpiece and the perfect embodiment of the classical spirit of the Renaissance 

 one of a group of four main frescoes: (ancient Greek) PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY, LITERATURE 

 located in the “Stanza” – part of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican (sometimes referred to as the “Papal 

Apartments”) 

 nearly every great ancient Greek philosopher can be found in the painting, but determining which are depicted 

is difficult, since Raphael made no designations outside possible likenesses, and no contemporary documents 

explain the painting 

 interpretations vary 

 a comprehensive list of proposed identifications is given below:[13] 

  
 The parenthetical names are the contemporary characters from whom Raphael is thought to have drawn 

his likenesses. 

 1: Zeno of Citium 2: Epicurus Possibly, the image of two philosophers, who were typically shown in 

pairs during the Renaissance: Heraclitus, the "weeping" philosopher, and Democritus, the "laughing" 

philosopher. 3: unknown (believed to be Raphael)[14] 4: Boethius or Anaximander or Empedocles? 

5: Averroes 6: Pythagoras 7: Alcibiades or Alexander the Great? 8: Antisthenes or Xenophon or Timon? 

9: Raphael,[14][15][16] Fornarina as a personification of Love[17] or Francesco Maria della Rovere? 

10: Aeschines or Xenophon? 11: Parmenides? (Leonardo da Vinci) 12: Socrates 13: Heraclitus 

(Michelangelo) 14: Plato (Leonardo da Vinci) 15: Aristotle (Giuliano da Sangallo) 16: Diogenes of 

Sinope 17: Plotinus (Donatello?) 18: Euclid or Archimedes with students (Bramante?) 19: Strabo or 

Zoroaster? (Baldassare Castiglione) 20: Ptolemy? R: Apelles (Raphael) 21: Protogenes (Il Sodoma, 

Perugino, or Timoteo Viti) 

 architecture of the building was inspired by the work of Bramante (who also helped him with the architecture of 
the painting) 

 two sculptures in the background. The one on the left is the god Apollo, god of light, archery and music, holding 
a lyre.[2] The sculpture on the right is Athena, goddess of wisdom, in her Roman guise as Minerva 

 main arch, above the characters, shows a meander (also known as a Greek fret or Greek key design), a design 
using continuous lines that repeat in a "series of rectangular bends" which originated on pottery of the Greek 
Geometric period and then become widely used in ancient Greek architectural friezes 
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